Resolution No.: 19-742

Introduced: February 23, 2021
Adopted: February 23, 2021
COUNTY COUNCIL

FOR MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND

Lead Sponsors: Councilmembers Jawando and Riemer

SUBJECT: Special Appropriation to the FY21 Operating Budget

Montgomery County Public Schools
Restorative Justice Training for School Staff, $750.000
Source of Funds: General Fund Reserves

Background

Section 308 of the County Charter provides that a special appropriation is an appropriation
which states that it is necessary to meet an unforeseen disaster or other emergency, or to act
without delay in the public interest. Each special appropriation shall be approved by not less
than six Councilmembers. The Council may approve a special appropriation at any time after
public notice by news release. Each special appropriation shall specify the source of funds to
finance it.

. Montgomery County Public Schools (MCPS) has established a Restorative Justice Unit within
the Office of Student and Family Support and Engagement to prepare and engage all
stakeholders in restorative practices through meaningful trainings, school-level support,
collegial collaboration, and supported community partnerships.

. Existing discipline policies disproportionately impact students of color, particularly Black
students. Black students are over six times more likely to be suspended from MCPS and
278% more likely to be arrested in school than their white peers.

. Addressing racial disparities in school discipline will require a rethinking of policies for
disciplining students and will require all members of the school community to buy into and
be trained in this new approach.

. Restorative justice shifts the focus of discipline from punishment towards making amends
and restoring the classroom community.

School discipline begins with the teacher, ensuring that all teachers are properly trained in
mediating conflicts and guaranteeing that students take steps to atone for the harm they have
caused has been correlated with lower suspension and expulsion rates and with students
feeling safer in the school community.
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7. This appropriation is needed to provide restorative justice training to MCPS staff in FY21.

8. Notice of public hearing was given and the public hearing was held.

9. The County Council declares this request is in the public interest to be acted upon without
delay as provided for under special appropriation requirements described in Article 3, Section
308 of the Montgomery County Charter.

Action

The County Council for Montgomery County, Maryland approves the following
resolution:

A special appropriation to the FY21 Operating Budget of the
Montgomery County Public Schools is approved as follows:

Personnel Operating Capital Source
Services Expenses Outlay Total of Funds
$0 $750,000 $0 $750,000 General Fund

This is a correct copy of Council action.
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Selena Mendy Siﬂéleton, Esq.
Clerk of the Council
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