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AN EXPEDITED ACT to: 
(1) establish a parking permit and monthly rate for specialized service providers and

qualified childcare centers;
(2) authorize the Department of Transportation to review eligibility criteria and

administer certain parking permits in the Silver Spring, Bethesda, and Wheaton
parking lot district [[area]] areas; and

(3) generally amend the County law regarding parking privileges in a [[central business
district]] parking lot district.

By amending  
Montgomery County Code 
Chapter 31, Motor Vehicles and Traffic 
Section 31-47 

The County Council for Montgomery County, Maryland, approves the following act:

Boldface Heading or a defined term. 
Underlining  Added to existing law by original bill. 
[Single boldface brackets] Deleted from existing law by original bill. 
Double underlining  Added by amendment. 
[[Double boldface brackets]] Deleted from existing law or the bill by amendment. 
*   *   * Existing law unaffected by bill. 
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 Sec 1. Section 31-47 is amended as follows: 1 

ARTICLE VI. [[Parking-Special Provisions]]  2 

PARKING – SPECIAL PROVISIONS. 3 

31-47. [Reserved.] Parking permit for specialized service providers and 4 

qualified childcare centers.  5 

(a) Definitions.  In this Section, the following terms have the meanings 6 

indicated: 7 

Department means the Department of Transportation.  8 

Designated parking space means a parking space marked with official, 9 

enforceable signage located within a garage in a Parking Lot District. 10 

Director means the Director of the Department of Transportation or the 11 

Director’s designee.  12 

Parking Lot District (PLD) means all the land within the boundary area 13 

described under Section 60-1 in Silver Spring, Bethesda, and Wheaton. 14 

Qualified childcare center means a licensed childcare provider that: 15 

(1) receives federal, state, County, or private childcare subsidies; or 16 

(2) accepts subsidized childcare placement; and 17 

(3) the facility is located within a PLD or within 0.1 mile radius of the 18 

PLD boundary area. 19 

[[Silver Spring Central Business District (CBD) means the boundary 20 

area that was adopted in the 2024-2028 Growth and Infrastructure 21 

policy (Resolution 20-651), or any subsequent adoption of the Growth 22 

and Infrastructure policy by Council resolution.]]  23 

Specialized services permit means a unique identification assigned to a 24 

specific vehicle, which allows that vehicle to park in a garage located 25 

in [[the Silver Spring parking lot district]] a PLD. The permit could be 26 

in the form of a placard, sticker or electronically matched to a vehicle’s 27 
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license plate number or some other form of identification method. 28 

Specialized service provider (provider) means [[: (1)]] a non-profit 29 

organization in good standing under Maryland law, that is a grantee or 30 

recipient of a County grant or service contract and [[that]] provides 31 

services for individuals experiencing homelessness in [[Silver Spring 32 

CDB area]] a PLD. Services may include prepared meals, shelter, 33 

clothing, or job placement[[; or 34 

(2) a licensed childcare provider that:  35 

(A) receives State or County childcare subsidies; or  36 

(B) accepts subsidized childcare placement; and  37 

(C) the facility is located within the Silver Spring CBD or 38 

within 0.1 mile radius of the Silver Spring CBD boundary 39 

line; or 40 

(3) a full-time employee of the County’s Department of Health and 41 

Human Services (DHHS)]].  42 

(b) Parking permit for specialized service provider - established. The 43 

Department is authorized to provide a parking permit for a specialized 44 

service provider. [[Before a specialized services permit is issued, the 45 

Department must review and certify that the specialized service 46 

provider meets the eligibility criteria under subsection (c).]] A permit 47 

holder is allowed to use a designated parking space while actively 48 

supporting the operation of a specialized service provider that is 49 

managed by the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) 50 

and located in a County-controlled building. 51 

(c) Request for designated spaces and monthly rate – The Director of 52 

DHHS may request up to 50 designated parking spaces each month and 53 

the Director must provide the initial monthly rate of $10 per space for 54 
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each designated parking space. The rate may be amended by Council 55 

resolution.  56 

[[(c) Eligibility. A specialized service provider may apply for a parking 57 

permit on a form prescribed by the Director. At the time of application, 58 

the provider must include, at minimum, proof of the following:  59 

(1) if a non-profit organization, a copy of the current executed grant 60 

or service contract with the County; or 61 

(2) if a childcare center or in-home childcare: 62 

(A) a copy of the license or certificate of registration issued by 63 

the Maryland State Department of Education; and  64 

(B) a copy of active certificate of general liability insurance; 65 

or  66 

(3)  if a DHHS County employee: 67 

(A) a copy of the employee’s identification badge;  68 

(B) authorization from the Director of DHHS or the Director’s 69 

designee; and  70 

(C) if any, a copy of the operating agency agreement that 71 

describes services being provided in the Silver Spring 72 

CBD. 73 

(d) Discounted permit rate. The specialized services permit rate must be 5 74 

percent of the monthly permit rate, which is set by Council resolution, 75 

for any County garage located in the Silver Spring parking lot district.]] 76 

[[e]](d)   Number of discounted permits – maximum allowed. The Department 77 

must not issue more than [[25 specialized services permit at the 78 

discounted rate for each provider per calendar year.]] 80 specialized 79 

service provider permits each month unless the Director determines that 80 

additional permits can be accommodated for the number of requested 81 
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designated spaces. 82 

[[(f) Expiration of parking permit. A specialized services permit is valid in 83 

the calendar year in which it was issued to the provider. A provider 84 

must apply to renew a permit each calendar year.]]  85 

(e) Distribution of specialized service provider permits. If requested by the 86 

Director of DHHS, the Department must provide permits on a monthly 87 

basis to DHHS. The Director of DHHS is responsible for distribution 88 

of the permits to providers for individuals that are actively supporting 89 

the operation of the non-profit organization.   90 

(f) Parking permit for qualified childcare center - established. The 91 

Department is authorized to provide a parking permit for qualified 92 

childcare centers.  93 

(g) Qualified childcare center parking permit - eligibility. A qualified 94 

childcare center may apply for parking permits on a form prescribed by 95 

the Director. At the time of application, the applicant must include, at 96 

minimum, the following supporting documents: 97 

(1)  a copy of the license or certificate of registration issued by the 98 

Maryland State Department of Education; and 99 

(2)  a copy of active certificate of general liability insurance. 100 

(h)  Number of qualified childcare center permits – maximum allowed. The 101 

Department must not: 102 

(1) issue more than 120 qualified childcare center permits in total for 103 

the Silver Spring and Bethesda PLDs;  104 

(2) issue more than 50 qualified childcare center permits for the 105 

Wheaton PLD;  and 106 

(3) issue more than 25 permits to an individual qualified childcare 107 

center each month.   108 
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(4) Availability of additional permits. If there is a request for a 109 

permit that exceeds the amount allowed under paragraph (1), (2), 110 

or (3), the Department must maintain a waiting list and 111 

reconsider the request at the beginning of each month. 112 

(i) Qualified childcare center permit – rate. The permit rate must be set 113 

initially at $10 per month and may be amended by Council resolution.  114 

(j) Qualified childcare center permit – payment and distribution. Qualified 115 

childcare centers must pay for the permits in advance of distribution by 116 

the Department. The Department must distribute the permits to the 117 

qualified childcare centers on a monthly basis. Qualified childcare 118 

centers must provide the permits to individual workers who commute 119 

onsite to support the operation of the center.  120 

(k) Parking permits for qualified childcare center – parking hours. A 121 

permit granted by the Department allows parking of a vehicle in any 122 

long-term space located in a PLD garage between the hours of 6:00 a.m. 123 

and 7:30 p.m., Monday through Friday, while the permit holder is 124 

actively supporting the operation of a qualified childcare center. 125 

[[(g)]](l)  Revenue collected. Any revenue collected must be deposited into the 126 

[[Silver Spring Parking Lot District]] PLD fund as required under 127 

Section 60-16.  128 

[[(h)]](m) Enforcement.  129 

(1) [[No vehicle other than those assigned for the applicable permit 130 

may park in the designated parking garage]] A valid specialized 131 

service provider permit must be properly displayed to authorize 132 

use of a designated parking space. No vehicle other than those 133 

assigned the applicable permit may park in the designated 134 

parking spaces in the assigned garage located in the Silver Spring 135 
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PLD. 136 

(2)  [[The Department has the authority to revoke a permit if it finds 137 

a violation of this Chapter or Section]] A specialized service 138 

provider permit is not valid in any location other than a 139 

designated parking space. 140 

(3)  A valid qualified childcare center permit must be properly 141 

displayed and is only valid in a designated long-term parking space 142 

within the facilities assigned by the Department. 143 

(4)  The Department may revoke a permit and prohibit future 144 

distribution of permits to an organization or individual if it finds a 145 

violation of this Article or any abuse or misuse of a permit. 146 

(5)  Use of designated spaces, childcare service provider permits, or 147 

specialized service provider permits that do not comply with the 148 

provisions of this Section may result in enforcement action, which 149 

includes ineligibility for permit distribution, fines, towing or 150 

immobilization of vehicle.  151 

[[(i)]](n) Regulations. The County Executive may develop Method (2) 152 

regulations to administer and enforce this Section. The regulations may, 153 

as necessary, modify the following: 154 

(1) application or eligibility requirements for a parking permit;  155 

(2) garage assignments or locations; and  156 

(3) expiration or duration of a parking permit.  157 

Sec 2. Expedited effective date. The Council declares that this legislation is 158 

necessary for the immediate protection of the public interest. This Act takes effect 159 

on the date on which it becomes law. 160 

Sec 3. Sunset date. This Act must sunset and must have no further force or 161 

effect at the end of December 31, 2032, or 5 years after the Maryland Transit 162 
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Approved: 

Kate Stewart, President, County Council Date 

Approved: 

Marc Elrich, County Executive Date 

This is a correct copy of Council action. 

Sara R. Tenenbaum, Clerk of the Council Date 

March 4, 2025

March 17, 2025

March 17, 2025
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