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November 12, 2024 
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SUBJECTS 

Bill 21-24, General Provisions – Naming of County Facilities 

• Lead Sponsor:  Council President Friedson 

• Co-Sponsors:  Council Vice-President Stewart, and Councilmembers Balcombe, Mink, Albornoz, 

Luedtke, Katz, and Sayles 

EXPECTED ATTENDEES 

 Members of the public 
 
COUNCIL DECISION POINTS & COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION 

• Receive public testimony. 
 
DESCRIPTION/ISSUE   

Bill 21-24 would: 
 

(1) establish a process for the naming of County-owned facilities; and 
(2) generally amend the law regarding County facilities. 

 
SUMMARY OF KEY DISCUSSION POINTS 

• N/A 
 
This report contains:          

Staff Report          Pages 1-2 
Bill 21-24           © 1 
Administrative Procedure 5-19        © 4 
  

 

Alternative format requests for people with disabilities.  If you need assistance accessing this report 
you may submit alternative format requests to the ADA Compliance Manager. The ADA 
Compliance Manager can also be reached at 240-777-6197 (TTY 240-777-6196) or at 
adacompliance@montgomerycountymd.gov 

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww2.montgomerycountymd.gov%2Fmcgportalapps%2FAccessibilityForm.aspx&data=02%7C01%7Csandra.marin%40montgomerycountymd.gov%7C79d44e803a8846df027008d6ad4e4d1b%7C6e01b1f9b1e54073ac97778069a0ad64%7C0%7C0%7C636886950086244453&sdata=AT2lwLz22SWBJ8c92gXfspY8lQVeGCrUbqSPzpYheB0%3D&reserved=0
mailto:adacompliance@montgomerycountymd.gov
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M E M O R A N D U M 

 

 

      November 7, 2024 

 

 

TO:  County Council 

 

FROM: Christine Wellons, Chief Legislative Attorney 

   

SUBJECT: Bill 21-24, General Provisions – Naming of County Facilities 

 

PURPOSE: Public hearing – receive public testimony 

 

 Bill 21-24, General Provisions – Naming of County Facilities, was introduced on October 

15, 2024.  The Lead Sponsor is Council President Friedson.  Co-Sponsors are Council Vice-

President Stewart, and Councilmembers Balcombe, Mink, Albornoz, Luedtke, Katz, and Sayles.  

A public hearing on the bill will occur on November 12 at 1:30 p.m.  A worksession of the 

Government Operations and Fiscal Policy (GO) Committee is tentatively scheduled for December 

5 at 9:00 a.m. 

Bill 21-24 would: 

(1) establish a process for the naming of County-owned facilities; and 

(2) generally amend the law regarding County facilities. 

 

 BACKGROUND  

 

 Under Administrative Procedure (AP) 5-19, adopted by the County Executive in 2008, the 

Executive Branch follows a specific policy and procedure to name County-owned facilities.  To name 

a County facility for an individual via Executive Order, the County Executive uses the following 

criteria under the AP: 

 

  The person whose name is being considered: 

 

- Has been inactive in his or her field of contribution for five years (unless waived 

by the Executive); 

 

and, 

 



2 
 

- Has made a significant contribution to the program represented by the facility, to 

the community in which the facility is located, or to Montgomery County, the 

State, or the nation;  

 

or, 

- Is a significant person in the history of Montgomery County, the State, or the 

nation. 

 

The procedure under the AP includes the following steps: 

- The County Executive forms an ad hoc committee to consider the naming of a 

facility for a particular individual.  However, the Executive may waive the 

requirement of a committee. 

- The Committee, chaired by the Chief Administrative Officer, makes 

recommendations to the Executive. 

- The County Executive considers the recommendation of the Committee and 

makes a decision about the naming of the facility.  The naming is memorialized 

by an Executive Order. 

 

 BILL SPECIFICS 

 

 Bill 21-24 would establish criteria and a procedure through with the County Council, like the 

Executive, could name County facilities after specific individuals.   

 

 Similar to AP 5-19, the bill would provide that the Council – after a public hearing – may 

adopt a resolution to name a County facility in honor of a particular individual: 

 

(1) who has:  

(A) been inactive in the individual’s field for at least 5 years; and  

(B) made a significant contribution to the program represented by the 

County facility or to the community in which the facility is located; 

or 

(2) who is a significant person in the history of the County, the State of 

Maryland, or the nation. 

 Procedurally, the bill would require the Council to consult the County Executive prior to 

adopting the resolution.  Seven Councilmember votes would be required to adopt the resolution. 

 

This packet contains:         Circle # 

Bill 21-24          1 

Administrative Procedure 5-19       4 



Bill No.   21-24  
Concerning:  General Provisions - 

Naming of County Facilities  
Revised:   10/15/24  Draft No.  5  
Introduced:   October 15, 2024  
Expires:   December 7, 2026  
Enacted:     
Executive:     
Effective:     
Sunset Date:   None  
Ch.   , Laws of Mont. Co.     

 
COUNTY COUNCIL 

FOR MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND 

Lead Sponsor: Council President Friedson  

Co-Sponsors: Council Vice-President Stewart, and Councilmembers Balcombe, Mink, Albornoz, 

Luedtke, Katz, and Sayles 

AN ACT to: 

(1) establish a process for the naming of County-owned facilities; and 

(2) generally amend the law regarding County facilities. 

 

By adding 

 Montgomery County Code 

 Chapter 1, General Provisions 

 Section 1-406 

 

The County Council for Montgomery County, Maryland approves the following Act:  
 

 

 
Boldface Heading or defined term. 
Underlining Added to existing law by original bill. 
[Single boldface brackets] Deleted from existing law by original bill. 
Double underlining  Added by amendment. 
[[Double boldface brackets]] Deleted from existing law or the bill by amendment. 
*   *   * Existing law unaffected by bill. 

(1)
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Sec. 1. Section 1-406 is added as follows: 1 

1-406. Naming of County Facilities. 2 

(a) In this Section, County facility means any improved or unimproved real 3 

property owned by the County government.  County facility includes the 4 

Executive Office Building, the Council Office Building, Judicial Center, 5 

Police Headquarters, offices, libraries, health facilities, police stations, 6 

detention buildings, transportation depots and shops, parking garages, 7 

warehouses, recreation centers, pools, and community centers. 8 

(b) Except as provided under subsection (c), the County Executive assigns 9 

names to County facilities under an administrative procedure or 10 

executive order adopted under Chapter 2A. 11 

(c) Subject to subsection (d), the Council may by resolution name a County 12 

facility in honor of a particular individual: 13 

(1) who has: 14 

(A) been inactive in the individual’s field for at least 5 years; 15 

and  16 

(B) made a significant contribution to the program represented 17 

by the County facility or to the community in which the 18 

facility is located; or 19 

(2) who is a significant person in the history of the County, the State 20 

of Maryland, or the nation. 21 

(d) Procedure. 22 

(1) Prior to adopting a resolution under subsection (c), the Council 23 

must: 24 

(A) consult the County Executive; and 25 

(B) hold a public hearing.  26 

(2)
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(2) A resolution under subsection (c) requires the affirmative vote of 27 

at least 7 Councilmembers. 28 

(3)



(4)
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