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SUBJECT 

Bill 17-25, Contracts and Procurement – General Provisions – Exemptions – Internet Access Service 
 
Lead Sponsor: Council President at the Request of the County Executive 
 

EXPECTED ATTENDEES 

 None 
 

DESCRIPTION/ISSUE   
Bill 17-25 would exempt the acquisition of internet access service from procurement law. 
 

SUMMARY OF KEY DISCUSSION POINTS 

N/A  
 
This report contains:  

Staff Report Pages 1–2 
Bill 17-25 © 1 
County Executive Transmittal Letter        © 3 
Fiscal Impact Statement          © 5 
Legislative Request Report         © 7 

 
 

Alternative format requests for people with disabilities.  If you need assistance accessing this report 
you may submit alternative format requests to the ADA Compliance Manager. The ADA 
Compliance Manager can also be reached at 240-777-6197 (TTY 240-777-6196) or at 
adacompliance@montgomerycountymd.gov  

https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/mcg/alt-format-request-form.html
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 AGENDA ITEM #1B 

 June 17, 2025 

 Introduction 

 

 

M E M OR A N DU M  
 

 June 12, 2025 

 

 

TO: County Council 

 

FROM: Jim Ogorzalek, Legislative Attorney 

 

SUBJECT: Bill 17-25, Contracts and Procurement – General Provisions – Exemptions – 

Internet Access Service 

 

PURPOSE: Introduction – no Council votes required 

  

 Bill 17-25, Contracts and Procurement – General Provisions – Exemptions – Internet 

Access Service, is scheduled for introduction on June 17, 2025. Its Lead Sponsor is the Council 

President at the Request of the County Executive.  A public hearing is tentatively scheduled for 

July 8, 2025, at 1:30 p.m. 

 

 Bill 17-25 would exempt the acquisition of internet access service from procurement law. 

 

Background 

 

Chapter 11B of the Montgomery County Code dictates that every expenditure of funds by 

the County to acquire goods, services, or construction is a procurement and must comply with 

Chapters 11B of the Montgomery County Code and Code of Montgomery County Regulations.  

According to the County Executive, the County has been unsuccessful in procuring internet access 

service by competitive solicitation because internet service providers are unwilling to engage in 

the County’s process.  The County Executive informs the County Council in his transmittal letter 

to Bill 17-25 that the relevant potential vendors have business models based upon purchasing 

entities agreeing to the vendor’s standard service agreements, which conflict with the County’s 

procurement laws. 

 

As a result, while the Department of Technology and Enterprise Business Solutions has 

sought to expand its services to include the sale and resale of internet access to Public, Education, 

and Government entities, it has been forced to procure its internet service under a waiver by the 

Chief Administrative Officer. 
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Bill Specifics 

 

The bill would exempt from County procurement law the obtaining of internet access 

service.  The bill, as introduced at the request of the County Executive, would require “procedures 

approved by the Chief Administrative Officer” in lieu of the procurement requirements set forth 

in County Code and Regulation. 

 

 

This packet contains:                          Circle # 

Bill 17-25           1 

County Executive Transmittal Letter        3  

Fiscal Impact Statement         5 

Legislative Request Report         7 

 



Bill No.   17-25 
Concerning:  Contracts and Procurement 

– General Provisions – Exemptions –
Internet Access Service 

Revised:   6/9/2025  Draft No.  1 
Introduced: June 17, 2025 
Expires: December 7, 2026 
Enacted:   
Executive:   
Effective:   
Sunset Date:    
Ch.  [#] , Laws of Mont. Co. [year] 

COUNTY COUNCIL 
FOR MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND 

Lead Sponsor: Council President at the request of the County Executive 

AN ACT to: exempt the acquisition of internet access service from procurement law 

By amending 

Montgomery County Code 

Chapter 11B, Contracts and Procurement 

Section 11B-4 

The County Council for Montgomery County, Maryland approves the following Act: 

Boldface Heading or defined term. 
Underlining Added to existing law by original bill. 
[Single boldface brackets] Deleted from existing law by original bill. 
Double underlining  Added by amendment. 
[[Double boldface brackets]] Deleted from existing law or the bill by amendment. 
* * * Existing law unaffected by bill. 
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Sec. 1. Section 11B-4 is amended as follows: 1 

 Sec. 11B-4. Exemptions. 2 

(a) This Chapter, other than Article XII, does not apply to:3 

* * *4 

(10) obtaining advertising services from media sources; [and]5 

(11) obtaining internet access service under procedures approved by6 

the Chief Administrative Officer; and 7 

(12) any other procurement exempted from this Chapter by another8 

law.9 

(2)



OFFICE OF THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

101 Monroe Street   •   Rockville,  Maryland  20850 
240-777-2550 •  MD Relay 711 TTY •  240-777-2517 FAX 

www.montgomerycountymd.gov        

Marc Elrich 
County Executive 

MEMORANDUM 

April 23, 2025 

TO: Kate Stewart, President  
Montgomery County Council 

FROM: Marc Elrich, County Executive 

SUBJECT: Legislation for the Exemption of the Purchase of Internet Access Service from 
Chapter 11B, Contracts and Procurement of the Montgomery County Code 

Draft legislation to exempt the purchase of internet access service from Chapter 11B, Contacts 
and Procurement, of the Montgomery County Code is attached for review and consideration by 
the County Council.   

The purchase of internet access service using a competitive solicitation method has not been 
successful.  Highly reliable internet service providers have not been willing to engage in a 
competitive solicitation process to provide high-quality internet service to the County.  In 
addition, internet service providers are not willing to adhere to the County’s standard terms and 
conditions and other requirements of a competitive solicitation process.  Their business model 
assumes that the purchasing entity will adhere to their standard service agreement, and as a 
result, they are not willing to negotiate the provisions of their standard agreements to 
accommodate any requested changes from the County.   

As a result, the Department of Technology and Enterprise Business Solutions (TEBS) has been 
procuring Tier 1 Internet Service under a waiver by the Chief Administrative Officer of the 
Direct Purchase Threshold established under Procurement Regulation 4.1.9.1. for up to $100,000 
per vendor for three (3) years. This waiver was approved on May 4, 2023, and later expanded on 
April 21, 2024.   

As the County seeks to expand its services to include the sale/re-sale of internet access to Public, 
Education, and Government (“PEG”) entities, as a means of offsetting the operating cost of 
FiberNet, the $100,000 threshold will be reached quickly, and a more permanent resolution of 
the challenge is needed.  Providing an exemption for the purchase of internet access service from 
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Legislation – Chapter 11B – Contracts and Procurement - Exemption 
April 23, 2025 
Page 2 of 2 

Chapter 11B, will enable the County to acquire internet service that is superior in quality and 
lower in cost.  Additionally, the County will be in a position to quickly add, remove or change 
service providers as needs arise. 

If additional information is required, please contact my office or Joseph Webster, Chief 
Broadband Officer, Department of Technology and Enterprise Business Solutions. 

Enclosures: 
Bill XX-XX Exempt the acquisition of internet access service from procurement  

law 
Fiscal Impact Statement 
Legislative Request Report 

cc: 
Cecily Thorne, Chief of Staff to the Council President, Montgomery County Council 
Craig Howard, Executive Director, Montgomery County Council 
Richard S. Madaleno, Chief Administrative Officer, Office of the County Executive 
Fariba Kassiri, Deputy Chief Administrative Officer, Office of the County Executive 
Tricia Swanson, Director of Strategic Partnerships, Office of the County Executive 
Jennifer R. Bryant, Director, Office of Management and Budget 
Gail Roper, CIO/Director, Department of Technology and Enterprise Business Solutions 
Paul B. Ellis, Deputy Chief of Staff – Technology, Montgomery County Council 
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